Nothing Says  I Love You  Like A Correct Bluebook Citation & Formatting the 1L Brief by Tubinis, Jason & Simmons, Heather
Digital Commons @ Georgia Law 
Presentations Alexander Campbell King Law Library 
2-14-2020 
Nothing Says "I Love You" Like A Correct Bluebook Citation & 
Formatting the 1L Brief 
Jason Tubinis 
Heather Simmons 
Bluebooking for the 1L Brief
Heather Simmons
Assoc. Dir. for Instruction & Access Servs.
Citations
What is the purpose of a citation?
1. Attribution
2. Help your reader find the thing
Challenge:
How to put the most information into the 
shortest amount of space
Organization
Court Documents v. 
Law Reviews
Blue Pages plus the back 
cover 
 basic rules
 examples of citations in 
briefs
White Pages
 detailed breakdown of the 
elements of a citation
The Index is your friend
inside back cover
Typeface 
Differences
B2
Court Documents v. 
Law Reviews
Blue pages Rule B2: 
typeface for court 
documents is 
ordinary type and 
either italics or 
underscoring.
inside back cover
Basic Format 
Cases
R10
T1
Case Name, Vol# Reporter Page# (Court Year).
Hull v. Getty Ref. & Mktg. Co., 495 A.2d 445 (N.J. 
Super. Ct.  App. Div. 1985).
Rule  10.2
Rule 10.3 &Table 1
Rule 10.4 & Table 1
Rule  10.5
Pinpoint 
Citations
B10.1.2
Point reader to specific pages that relate to cited 
proposition—also called “pincite”
 Hull v. Getty Ref. & Mktg. Co., 495 A.2d 445, 447 (N.J. 
Super. Ct.  App. Div. 1985).
 Hull v. Getty Ref. & Mktg. Co., 495 A.2d 445, 447-49  
(N.J. Super. Ct.  App. Div. 1985).
 Hull v. Getty Ref. & Mktg. Co., 495 A.2d 445, 447-49, 503  
(N.J. Super. Ct.  App. Div. 1985).
State Cases
T1.3
Regional Reporters
“Georgia: Cite to S.E. or S.E.2d, if therein.”
p. 259
Case Names 
R10.2
Last name only; do not include et. al. or “d/b/a”
Smith v. Jones
NOT John E. Smith v. Jill Jones
NOT Smith et. al. v. Jones
“The” as the first word of a party’s name
New York Times v. Gregory
NOT The New York Times v. Gregory
Case Names
B10.1
R10.2.1(b)
Procedural Phrases
In re. _______
 In the matter of
 Petition of 
 Application of
_______  ex rel. _______ 
 on the relation of
 for the use of
 on behalf of
 as next friend of
Sentences
Textual v Citation
Textual
 In Western Utilities & Transportation Co. v. 
Lakewood Refining, Inc., 450 U.S. 24, 27 (1990), 
the Court held that punitive damages are 
recoverable for fraud.
Citation
Punitive damages are recoverable in fraud 
actions. W. Utils. & Transp. Co. v. Lakewood Ref., 
Inc., 450 U.S. 24, 27 (1990).
Abbreviations
R10.2.1 (c)
Rule 6 in the white pages covers abbreviations
 Index points to more detailed rules; e.g., for case names, 
 Rule 10.2.1 (c): in textual sentences, abbreviate only 
widely known acronyms under rule 6.1(b) and these eight 
words:
If one of these eight words begins a party’s name, 
however, do not abbreviate it.
&        Ass’n
Bros. Co.
Corp. Inc. 
Ltd.                          No. 
Abbreviations
B10.1.1
R10.2.2
10.2.2: in citation sentences: always abbreviate any 
word listed in Table 6, even if the word is the first word 
in a party’s name, unless the word is part of a state, 
country or other geographic unit that is the entire 
name of the party.
Words not listed in Table 6 that are eight letters or 
longer, can be abbreviated if saves space AND is 
unambiguous.
Key Tables for 
Cases
T1.3 States
T6 Case Names
T10.1 Geographic
Table 1.3
 Reporter to cite
 Court abbreviation
Table 6
 Abbreviation for case names in citations
Table 10 
 Geographical terms in citations
 States, cities, and foreign countries
Short Form 
Cases
B10.2
B10.2: Short Form Citation allowed as long as:
 Full citation already given in the same general discussion
 Clear to the reader which authority you are referencing
 Reader has no trouble locating full citation
 Hull v. Getty Ref. & Mktg. Co., 495 A.2d 445 (N.J. Super Ct.  
App. Div. 1985).
 Hull, 495 A.2d at 447.
 495 A.2d at 447.
 Id. at 447.
 Use id. only to refer to the 
immediately preceding authority
Signals
B1.2
R1.2-1.4
No signal means:
 Directly states the proposition
 Identifies the source of a quotation
 Identifies an authority referred to in text
E.g.,
 One of multiple authorities directly stating the 
same proposition 
See
 Clearly supports but does not directly support
See also
 Constitutes additional source material that 
supports the proposition – use of parenthetical 
information is encouraged (Rule 1.5)
General Advice
Remember principles: 
proper attribution
findable
Show that you care
Be consistent
Use Blue Pages and inside back 
cover for examples
